Proposed Membership Change

The Fringe has always been about bringing artists, volunteers, and audiences together. In
recent years, we’ve wanted to make it easier for people to be part of the Fringe community
and to grow our audience. Removing the paid membership fee was an important first step
in that direction.

Now, we need to update our bylaws to reflect that change. The proposed amendment
creates a new definition of membership, one that’s free, open, and inclusive. Anyone who
supports the purposes of the Society can become a member by registering online.
Membership lasts for one year from the date of registration and can be renewed each year.

Summary of Differences

This new structure makes it easier for everyone who engages with the Fringe, artists, staff,
volunteers, and audience members alike, to have a voice in the organization and to stay
connected to its future.

Membership Fees and Eligibility

Old: Membership required payment of dues, or service as a volunteer, or participation as
an artist.

New: Membership is free and open to anyone who registers online and is approved.
Application Process

Old: Applicants had to meet eligibility criteria and, in most cases, pay a fee.

New: Applicants only need to complete a registration form and provide basic information.
Membership Term

Old: The bylaws did not specify a duration.

New: Membership lasts one calendar year from registration and must be renewed by re-
registering.

Good Standing

Old: A member was not in good standing if they failed to pay dues.



New: Allmembers are in good standing unless they resign or are expelled.
Dues and Fee Provisions
Old: Included a section requiring the Board to set annual dues for membership.

New: All references to dues are removed.
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